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Newsletter 10 

 

Principal’s Message 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
 
During the last nine weeks, school has returned to normal in a measured and steady fashion. We have re-established face to face 
teaching, our programs are in full swing and we have adjusted our ‘roadmap’ going forward to cover planning and implementation of 
events, assessments and new initiatives. We are looking forward to continue our progress next semester and consolidate the good 
things that have been created over the past few months. Thank you to our students, staff and parents for working so hard and dealing 
with changes as they have occurred.  

I hope that everyone has a good rest over the holidays and returns to school refreshed, excited and ready for work! 

 

Student Solutions 
 

At the last virtual assembly, I asked our students to come up with ideas to help attract children to the edges of the school oval and 
away from the more heavily congested middle. I have been extremely impressed both by the number of responses and variety of 
ideas I have received. Thank you everyone! 

Next week I will form a committee of students to select from the list of ideas that we can action and have installed or implemented. 

 

Some examples of ideas sent in by students: 
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Cross Country Carnival – Postponed 
 

We have decided to postpone this event planned for tomorrow due to the weather forecast. We 
apologise for this inconvenience but will select a day when the weather outlook is more conducive 
to staging a large event such as cross country. We will advise you once the weather forecast for 
next week becomes more certain. 

 

 

Millennium Kids 
 

On Monday and Tuesday next week students from Years 5 and 6 will be engaged in revegetating a section of Bill’s Hill under the 
guidance of staff from the South East Regional Centre for Urban Landcare. Hundreds of seedlings will be planted out, all native to our 
soil type and would have once grown in this area. Thanks to Ms Dawson for facilitating this with our group of students whose idea 
this has been. The revegetation has opened the opportunity for a multitude of science studies around invertebrates, biology, 
propagation and engaging in an authentic environmental project that helps to cool the planet. 
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Moving to Phase 4 Restrictions 
 

Our Premier has announced that as of Saturday, further restrictions will be eased. As with previous announcements, we are expecting 
advice from the Minister for Education on how these will impact on schools. For example, whilst assemblies can now be held, we must 
still adhere to the 2m2 rule for parents in attendance. I anticipate that the Minister’s advice will come out in the next few days and 
next week I will communicate these to the Rostrata Community. 

 

Shade Grant 
 

The school has just received a grant of $10 000 towards shade. Additional funds will be required from the school in order to complete 
the project and I am waiting on further details from the Department. This work needs to be completed by June 2021. 

 

Start or Term 3 - no School Development Day 
 

Just a reminder that the first day for students in Term 3 will be Monday 20 July. Both teachers and students will be in classrooms on 
this day as we took a school development day mid Term 2. 

 

Lunchtime Clubs 
 

Staff are keen to establish a number of lunchtime clubs for students which we are finalising for the start of Term 3. These will include 
the arts, robotics, crafts, board games and many others.  

 

iPads in Year 2 
 

One of the decisions that came from our lockdown experience has been the importance of the 
BYO iPad program and the ability for students to continue their work remotely. Of course they 
play a key role in the everyday learning of students at school. 

Year 2 students have been using iPads extensively this year and nearly half have been bringing in 
their own device. 

As a school, we will be extending the BYO iPad program to commence at Year 2 in 2021. 

As such, staff have prepared an informative video for parents, especially those of Year 2 students 
and a Connect notice with the Youtube link will be sent out on Friday afternoon. 

Next term, we will be holding an information evening for Year 2 parents on 31 July, during week 2 of term. We hope to see many 
parents come along to find out more, ask some questions and see firsthand what the Year 2 children are currently doing with their 
iPads in class. 

Where possible, I encourage all Year 2 students to bring their own iPad to school in Semester 2 as teachers and students will be using 
them regularly. 
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Kindergarten Enrolments for 2021 
 

Enrolments for Kindergarten 2021 is now open.   Guidelines for application as well as the enrolment form can be accessed by going on 
our website clicking on the parent information heading and navigating down to enrolments 

 

Semester 1 Reports 
 

These will be distributed to parents on Friday next week via Connect. 

 

Works over the Holidays 
 

With the school closed for the school holidays, contractors will be removing then replacing the 
old vinyl floor tiles in A and B clusters where the adhesive contains traces of asbestos. Specialist 
trades will complete the work and strict containment, cleaning and testing will be adhered to 
ensure that no traces remain. This is a routine work conducted in many schools and forms part 
of our high priority maintenance program. 

 

Parent Survey  
 

We are keen to hear parent perspectives over a range of issues and are currently developing a survey which we will send out in the 
coming days. It will relate to the experiences of your child during the period of learning from home and provide us with feedback that 
we can use to assist our work at school in remote learning. 

The other aspects within the survey will relate to parent views on a range of strategies the school has had to develop during the 
period of restrictions and whether the community sees merit in continuing some of these. 

The more responses the better so please ensure you take five minutes when this comes out and complete the survey. 

 
 
Barry France    
Principal 
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Parent’s Guide to e-safety  

 

 

We would like to introduce parents to the e-safety commissioner website.   

All resources, services and programs are evidence-based and underpinned by research into internet use, online safety and 

related issues.  

 

Our recommendation this week is THE E-SAFETY GUIDE. 

This guide is updated regularly with changing trends. It supports parents to make informed decisions about the kind of 

games and apps they download onto their children’s devices. Learn about the latest games, apps and social media apps that 

are trending. Some social media apps may not be the ones you are familiar with. The guidelines give you parental guidance 

about age restrictions, content sharing, location sharing, benefits and risks, tips for staying safe and includes a parent guide 

to each app/game that is useful.  

At Rostrata our Mobile Device Policy strictly prohibits the use of social media at school. We encourage parents to join in our 

endeavour to create responsible digital citizens.  

https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/esafety-guide 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/esafety-guide
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CARE TOKEN WINNERS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
         FINLEY                            PATRICIA 
 
 
  
 
 
     
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           SAATHVIK               SAM 
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CLASS NEWS – B8 

 

B8 have been busy in STEAM this semester making COVID Capsules to give to their future selves. 

Inside each capsule are memories of what the children did during COVID, interviews with friends and family, facts about the virus and 
of course...images of shops with empty shelves where toilet paper was once found. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alex Scott 
Class Teacher 
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CULTURAL RESPONSIVENESS AT ROSTRATA PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Changes to NAIIDOC week 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NAIDOC week celebrations usually occur at the beginning of term 3 in July. It was scheduled for this year from 5 to 12 of July but will 
now take place from the 8 to 15 of November. 

The November dates follow the decision by the National NAIDOC Committee (NNC) to postpone NAIDOC Week from the 
original July dates due to the impacts and uncertainty from the escalating Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic across our 
communities and cities. 

The postponement was aimed at protecting our elders and those in our communities with chronic health issues from the 
disastrous impacts of COVID19. 

NAIDOC Week celebrations are held across Australia each July (November this year) to celebrate the history, culture and achievements 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. NAIDOC is celebrated not only in Indigenous communities, but by Australians from all 
walks of life. The week is a great opportunity to participate in a range of activities and to support your local Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander community. 

The theme for 2020 is Always Was, Always Will Be. which recognises that First Nations people have occupied and cared for 
this continent we now call Australia for over 65,000 years.  
 

David Meyer 

Year 5 Teacher, HaSS Curriculum Leader. 

References: 

NAIDOC Week, 2020, NIAA, accessed 22/06/2020 from https://www.niaa.gov.au/news-centre/indigenous-affairs/naidoc-week-2020 

NAIDOC Week, 2020, NIAA, accessed 22/06/2020 from https://www.naidoc.org.au/about/naidoc-week 

 

 
 

https://www.niaa.gov.au/news-centre/indigenous-affairs/naidoc-week-2020
https://www.naidoc.org.au/about/naidoc-week
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CLASS NEWS – D1 

Thank you to parents, family members, Rostrata staff, friends and people in the wider community for supporting our entry in the 
‘What’s in my GSSfS backpack?’ competition organised by Curtin University. 

 Thanks to all your support via Facebook ‘Likes’, ‘Shares’ and encouraging comments, we won the cash prize of $500! 

 

 

Great Science Share for Schools (GSSfS) is an international campaign to 
inspire young people to share their scientific questions with new 
audiences.  
We were asked to think of a scientific question that we would like to 
answer and what we would have needed to pack in a backpack to 
communicate the investigation of that question.  
 
We decided to help our teacher decide which detergent is best for 
removing oil.  

We brainstormed, chose what mattered most when buying detergents 
and designed experiments to test. We are now testing our prototype 
experiment designs. 

 

 

 

Thank you very much for your support and encouragement! 

Students D1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10 

 

 

CHAPLAIN  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Louise Lathbury 
Chaplain 
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KITCHEN NEWS 

We have made the most amazing orange tea cakes this week. 
Our beautiful Navel oranges from the garden were used in this wonderful recipe. 
Please try making them at home.  We process the oranges for this recipe without cooking them first.  The key is to dice the 
oranges removing pips but keeping the skin and processing till the skin is barely visible and it is a smooth consistency. 
 
It smells divine in your kitchen during cooking. 
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Orange Tea Cake   

Ingredients 

Makes 12 

1 medium orange 

3 eggs 

200g butter 

1 
1

2
 cups self-raising flour 

1 cup caster sugar 

Method 

1.   Preheat oven to 180c. 

2.   Place cup cases in tray. 

3.   Wash and dry orange. Cut into 
1

4
  and remove seeds only. 

4.   Take orange to processor and puree. Place in small bowl. 

5.   Collect self-raising flour and caster sugar in large metal bowl. 

6.   Measure butter and place in small bowl. Take to stove and melt on low in small saucepan. Do not burn.  

       Place back in bowl and cool till needed. 

7.   Collect eggs and beat with whisk till mixed. 

8.   Make well in flour mixture and add orange, egg and cooled butter. Mix with black ladle. 

9.   Using spoons place in patty cases and bake for 20 mins aprox. 

 
 
Vicky Richards 
Kitchen Specialist 
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CLASS NEWS – C7 

 
Recently in Maths, C7 has been exploring subtraction patterns in 4-digit numbers. 
 
Firstly, we chose four consecutive digits such as 3, 4, 5, and 6.  We rearranged these digits to create the largest possible number (6, 
543) and smallest possible number (3,456).  When we subtract the smaller number from the larger one, the answer is 3,087. Further 
investigation showed that when any four consecutive digits are rearranged to the largest and smallest numbers possible and then 
subtracted, the answer is always 3,087. 
 
Did you know that 6,174 is also a mysterious number?  In 1949, Indian mathematician Dr Kaprekar developed a process now known 
as Kaprekar’s Constant.  First, choose 4 different digits.  They need not be consecutive. Then, rearrange the digits to make the largest 
and smallest numbers possible.  Subtract the smaller number from the larger one to get a new number. Rearrange these digits to 
create the largest and smallest numbers and subtract the smaller one. Repeat this process; in 7 sums or less, you will always reach 
6,147: Kaprekar’s Constant. 
 
C7 compiled a book as evidence of Kaprekar’s Constant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kylie Johnson 
Class Teacher 
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GARDEN NEWS 

We have been planting and growing lots of Winter vegetables in the garden this term including cauliflower, broccoli, broad beans and 
peas. The gardens beds are full and everything is growing well.  

Juicy navel oranges and grapefruit have been harvested for the kitchen, as well as an abundance of lettuce, radish and beans.  

The chickens are healthy and very excited to be helping us in garden classes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A special mention goes to the Rostrata P and C for their very generous donation to the garden. Two large compost tumblers and new 
equipment including secateurs have been purchased to help with our garden classes.  

 

Astrid King 
Garden Specialist 
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ROSTRATA P & C NEWS 

 

Rostrata Dads 
 

If you’d like to keep informed about the Rostrata Dads group and its future dads/dads and kids events (and those of The Fathering 
Project), email us at dads@rostratapandc.org.au and we’ll add you to the list. 

We are hoping to hold our next event of the year in the first half of Term 3 - we'll be in touch! 

Tip of the week: when dads support school learning at home... 

 

Entertainment Book 
 

Get your Entertainment Membership today to support Rostrata Primary School. PLUS get: 

 2 extra months FREE on selected Memberships 
 Bonus WISH eGift Card with purchase 
 $50 Discover Queensland voucher 
 Chance to win 1 of 5 x $1000 WISH eGift Cards 

Hurry, offer ends 13 July 2020 T&Cs apply: https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/842a43 

Entertainment Memberships are packed with thousands of substantial savings on dining, travel, and fun family activities. The digital 
membership is easy to download to start using instantly. New offers are added weekly for ongoing value all year round. 

 

School Banking 
 

It’s been a long time since we’ve seen all our lovely students at school banking. Unfortunately, Covid-19 managed to slow us down a 
little bit, but as of Term 3, we will be back up and running and ready to go. We are going to be functioning the same way we always 
have as of the 22nd of July. We look forward to seeing you there! 

 

Year 5 Parents 
 

Any parents of Year 5 students who are interested in helping on the Graduation Committee for 2021 are invited to email me at 
president@rostratapandc.org.au. Please be aware that it is ideal if you are a member of the P&C (or have been in the past), this helps 
a lot with how the committee works. 

All parents who are interested will be asked to come to the final two General Meetings of the year (in Terms 3 and 4), and will also 
work a little with the current Graduation Committee in order to get off to a smooth start for next year. 

 
Cheers, 
Tristan Cameron 
P&C President 

 

mailto:dads@rostratapandc.org.au
https://send.hellostarfish.com/t/r-l-jkjhjily-dihhulihjd-o/
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/842a43
mailto:president@rostratapandc.org.au
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Year 6 Graduation 
 

Hello Year 6 Families! 

What an interesting year for our Year 6s to be finishing primary school. Unfortunately, the year ahead is looking a bit bleak in terms 
of photo opportunities for the 2020 Yearbook, with there being no carnivals, no events, and no excursions on the horizon. As a result, 
our yearbook is going to have to deviate from the norm, and we will need content that will be reflective of this unusual period.  

For this reason, we are putting out a call for students to provide us with material about their time during the coronavirus; social 
isolation, distancing from school, friends, family, the impact on them (positive or negative), and how it may have changed the year for 
them.  
 
Ideas could include (but are not limited to): 

• Poems 
• Songs 
• Stories 
• Artwork 
• Photos 
• Craft 

We know the kids will be bursting with great ideas; however, we will need to ensure that content reflects all students in the year 
group and would love to have at least one contribution from each student. If a student makes multiple submissions, we may not be 
able to include them all, so when submitting multiple items, please indicate the order of preference for inclusion to assist us with 
compiling the content. 
 
Please submit files in the following formats to graduation@rostratapandc.org.au (in a ZIP archive): 

• Poems, Songs, Stories, and other text-based submissions: Microsoft Word Document 
• Photos, Photos of Craft, Scanned Artwork: Full Resolution PNG (preferred) or JPEG (high quality) 
• Digital Artwork: EPS, SVG, AI, PDF, or DXF (Vector File Formats) - if you are unable to export/save as a vector file format 

then please send as a high-resolution PNG 
 

Many Thanks 😊 Stay Well, 

2020 Graduation Committee 

 
P &C Website 
 

To keep up to date on all P&C related events and information, please check out our website: www.rostratapandc.org.au 

 

Tristan Cameron 
P&C President 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:graduation@rostratapandc.org.au
http://www.rostratapandc.org.au/
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